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GERMAN ADVANGE ORDERED STOPPED;
RUSSIANS AGAIN CALLED T0 ARMS

Council of Peoples’ Commissaries Issues Proclamation Asserting Sol-
diers at Front to Be Rallying AgainstInvaders and New Regiments
on Way to Reinforce Army—Curse Uttered Upon German Social- 4
ists, Who, the Order Says, Permit “This Unequal Struggle.”

JAPAN'S PLAN
MUCH DISCUSSED

Officials Silent—However, Ex-
change of Opinions Among
" Powers Being Made.

Washington, Feb. 28.—Japan's move
to develop the feeling of the allies to-
ward a proposal for joint military op-
erations in Siberia to keep the wvast
stores. at Viadivostok and also the
Trans-8iberian railway from falling
into the hands of the German invaders
of Russia was widely discussed today
among diplomats and officials, but all

were reluctant to give opinions for

publication. S

Opinion in Lohdon that the declara-
tion by the Japanese foreign minister,
Count Motono, in the Japanese diet
could only he interpreted as a declara-
tion that Japan was aboul to interwene
was regarded as further evidence of
the negotiations now proceeding be-
tween the co-belligerents to make the
action of an international character,
probably including the pafticipation of
American forces,

Seek Perfect Understanding.

While officials here were silent, and
disposced to minimize discussion of the
subject, it §Is known that exchanges of
vpinlon are golng on with the objeet
of a perfect understanding between
Japan, the United States and the other
co-belllgerents which would mnke the
plan of joint action wholly acceptablo
10 all and thoroughly define its extent
and duration,

Rusgalan representatives here oppose
action by the Japanese In Siberia, but
the co-belligerents are thoroughly
alarmed lest the vast quantities of
supplies piled up at Viadivostok,
bought and pald for with American
cash, should fall. into the hands-of the
Germans,

COST OF LIVING IN YEAR
ADVANCED 25 PER CENT.

\\'mtlllur.ﬂon. Feh, 28.—Another 2 per
cent, added to the retail prices of food
froon Dee. 16, 1017 to Jan, 15, 1918,
mude & total of 25 per ecent.
cost of living advanced in
ending on the Iatter date,

The bureau of lanbor statistles today
announeced  that  eleven  of  filteen
standard articles increased in priee
from Decemboer to January, the great-
o8l advance being & per cent. in hens,
Flour docreased 2 per eent. and lard,
bacon and cornmen!l 1 per cent. each,

In the twelve
1917 to January, 19318,
reglstered o decline In price,
per cent, cheaper. Cornmenal adyanced
77 per eent, bacon 64, lard 53, milk
26, hens, 29, butter 25, oggs, 23, sugar
18 and ﬁunr‘ 17.

HAD LONG ADVOCATED
PROVINCE’S INDEPENDENCE

the yoar

potntoes sdone
being 16

-
-

Amsterduam, Wg sdny. Feh.
Welting in the Bernn Taglische Runds-
chnu, Mathins Erzberger, of the clet
ical center, snys:

“For a vear past
the idea that Lithuanla
only be an autonomous hut
pendent state in  perpetual
with Germany Lithuanin
series of ngreements for the
mient of this object,

“I may add that the bishop of Kovno
wont, nt my suggestion, to Gen, Von

advoceated
should not
an inde-
allance
desires a
attain-

I have

which the |

months from January, |

Berlin, Feb. El.r—(lrihlh admiralty
per wireless press)—Germany's mil-
itary operations on the northern Rus-
sian front are taking their normal
course, the German general staff an-
nounced today. Another Esthonian
regiment has placed itself under com-
mand of the German staff,

London, Feb, 28.~The German army
has received orders to stop its advance
into Russia, according to the Petro-
grad correspondent of the Exchange
Telegraph company, who has received

information to this effect which he re-
gards as reliable,

When t(he bolshevik government
agreed to accept German peace terms
last week, the commander-in-chief of
the Russian armies inquired of the
Germans if the previous arlr}lsllcn

would be renewed and the German in-
vasion halted, He did not recelve an
fmmediate reply and the German ad-
vance continued, A dispatch from
IPetrograd Wednesday sald that Gen.
Hoffman, the German military repre-
sentative at Brest-Titovsk, had replied
to the bolshevik communication by de-
c¢laring that the German advance
would continue until a treaty of peace
was signed and carried out along lines
laid down in the German peace terms.,

London, Feb, 28.—The council of
people's commissaries, according
to a Reuter dispatch from Petro-
grad, has issuad another call %o
arms, in the course of which it is
declared the German invaders are
arresting the workmen's and sol-
diers' council, shooting captured
red guards, and arming German
and Austrian prisoners in the
Ukraine, The proclamation asserts
that the troops at the front have
now pulled themselves together and
are resisting the invasion. It con-
cludes:

“May the blood spilled in this
unequal struggle fall on the heads
of ‘the German sccialists who are
allowing the German workmen to -
be ranked among the Cains and
Judases.”

Enrollment of the new army is
proceeding successfully, anm Ex-
change Telegraph dispatch says.
Cossack regiments in Petrograd are
being nsent in ’‘the direction of
Pskov, and ether regiments formed
of mixed detachments are march-
ing to the front.

CONTRACTS EXEMPTING
EMPLOYER INVALID

28, —Contracts bhe-

New Orleans, Feh,

tween employers and  employes  de-
signed ‘to exempt the employver from
in-

cluims for damages for personal
juries recelved by an employe in the
discharge of his duties are Invalld and
In violation of the federal workmen's
compensition act, the United States
circuit court of appeals held in a de-
cislon announced here today, The rul-
Ing was made in the case of Oscar .
Taylor, an express mMessenger, agninst
the Wells-Fargo Express company and
the St. Touls & San Francisco Rall-
road company, appealed by the express
company from the northern district of
\1|su|u«.-s|.pi

PREDICTS HUN
DRIVEINBALKANS

Thinks Campaign at Saloniki
More Likely Than on
Western Front,

—_—

(Ryley Grannon, In Washington Post.)
The enormons scope of the changes

on the eastern front half incline many
military experts among the allied na-
tions to the opinion that the German
command has made another guick
change of plans, If that be true, the
next big strokes of the war will ocour
in the Balkans and in Italy,

As soon as Rumania has been forced
to sign a peace treaty, there wlll be
nominal peace all along the castorn
front, from Petrograd to Salonikl. The
Austro-German divisions facing Ru-
manian number about 40, or, roughly
speaking, 600,000 men. Against them
are 500,000 Rumanians, in  desperats
straits for food and surrounded by sn-
emies . Onee Rumanin is brought &
compulsory peace, the German-Aus-
trian forces may be sent to other
fronts,

Move on Macedonia Threatened.

Some of the military observers Be-
liev® these forces wili be sent south-
wiard to attack the allied forces in
Macedonia, They base this belief on
this line of resasoning:

A decision on the western front Is
questionable. If Germany conld be
sure of brenking through, she might
not hesitale to risk 1,000,000 men in
the attempt. But fallure would be
ruinous. Ir, however, Germany should
pacify the eastern front and then turn
her attention to the cleaning up of the
Balkanx and Italy, she would have
achieved two desirable ends, even |If
the succecding struggle 3 t‘)}g
front resultAn n
There Is something doing in the Bal-
kans, Sir Erft Geddes, the head of the
British admiralty, is now . . Salonlkl.
The purpose of his visit is, of course,
not divalged, but the natural presump-

Doea he foresea a German drive, or
are the allles preparing to forestall the
enemy by making a drive from Sa-
loniki? Probahly the chief commands,
both of the allies and the enemy, could
answoer this question. 1t has been made
plain by Mr. Lloyd George that the
mwllies are  well informad regarding
Germany's genernl plans, and are pre-
pared to eheckmate them,

One featpre of the Russian collapse
is the gain by the Germans of immense
war baoty, There are about Luou) iig
and litle guns, all made by the allies,
which Germany is gathering in, to-
gether  with  ammunition  therefor;
ahout 8,000,0000 rifles, of the Mann-
licher, Mauser and Lebel pattern; 10.-
000 motor cars, mostly made in the
United States, besides groat stores of

munitions factories for a time,
Enormous Stores Captured.
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? ITALIAN AND FRENCH
( SHIPS ELUDE U-BOATS
Rome, Feb. 28, —Italian ship-
ping was Immune from German
submarines and mb in ihe
woek ending Feh, 283, One
steamer attacked and beat off a
submarine which menaceq it,
During the week 418 ships en«
tered Itallan ports and 388
cleared, exclusive of fishing and
other small vessels. Not one
ton was lost.

Paris, Feb, 2§ —No French
vossel of more than 1,600 tons
was sunk by enemy mines or
submarines during the week
ending Feb, 25, One vessel un-
der that tonna- as lost, but
np filshermen were sunk. Four
merchantmen fought off sub.
marine attacks. Entries jinto
French ports aggregated 018
and departures %01,

L L

FOUR SENTRIES

Department — Had Been
Sentenced to Death.

——— s A

Washington, Feb. 28.—Fsur Ameri-
can soldiers, caught asleep while doing
sentry duty “in the first ling trenches,
have been santenced to death, but
Gén. Pershing, although he has au-
thority to carry out the sentences, has
referred their cases to the war depart-
ment for review,

These are the first cases of the kind
since the Amerlocan troops went o
France., Uneo soldier has heen executed
thare for an unspeakable offense on a
French ehlld and In his case Gen, Per-
shing acted swiftly without aus much
as referring It to Washington,

In these cases, however, some exten«
uating circumstances may be found for
moen tred and nerve-worn by front line
trench duty in o hitherto  unknown
manner of warfure, to save them from
the denth penalty at the hands of thelir
own fellows,

President Wilson, prebably, In the
end will review thelr cases, Going to
sloep on sentry duty has loug bheen rec.
ognized as an  unforgivable offense,
punishable by death, and such cases,
rmre a8 they have heen In tha Amerl-

tion Is that he I8 looking over the T - i W south the grentest grins wers mande In | ship, the Sarntero, the sixth In Ave

transport situntion In view of great Rome (Wedneaday), ¥Fedb, 37.—The the Ukraine., A Gorman attempt to | weeks, Is reported to have been tors

impending events, Ttallan war ofMee  statement  today | tnke Vitebsk, near the center of the | pedocid by a German submarine
Informed on Garman Plans. reads: ‘--—- = —— ——

“Hetween the Adige and the Rrenta
by hostile recon-
Thoy were repulsed

There

strugele between Lthe op-

onr ontposts,

wsing artilleries west of Val Frenzeln
rogion,
missed

nlong tha constal Our

fired

miteries on enemy

roops west of Monte Grappa and on

noving carringes along  the lower

“In the neighborhood of Cismon an

arynunition store was hit suc-

petrol from Baku and Galicia - | eenstally by our aviators, Tueaday
These stores may enable Germany
to releage some of her workers from | night our fiying squadrons bombarded

rallroad structures wt

UNIFICATION OF

CHATTANOOGA TERMINALS

Atlanta. Ga., Feb, 28,
wunification of raflroad
ties ot Chattanooga, Atlanta and
| Birmingham are being déscussed at a
serles of conferenceg being held tl|.ho

|
Plans for the

terminal facill-

. P " arters .-.-.,11.- ;
:)::lf:ﬂr:;‘lﬂh ,:(rl ;ll ‘,h:,i,.‘.:]x::nt:, a “r?-nrl-lr te | oficen of _‘ 35 SERvihs ”." PRI ORAS_ St
apreement regarding the inde D ndence ;?"r'r'r for the federal r-ll‘_“‘“" admin-
bilshed.” futration In this ecity. Conditions In
of !”h“""‘ Wias onta Atlanta were dizcussed todaoy, It wan
stated, while the Birminghnm situa-
HALIFAX SUFFEREHS tion will be taken up tomorrow The |
Chattanooga situation, was consldered
G'VEN NO TAX REL'EF vesterday. None of the ratlroad of-
fleinls would m.l cate  what “sugges- |

Owners of

Halifax, N. .‘-?.‘ Feh, 25,
property destroyed by fire which swept
over an area of two and & half sguar
miles after the explogion on the Mont
Rlane here Dec. 8 must pay taxes on
homes which no longer exist, under a
ruling by the court of tax appenls

In dismissing petitions for remlis

4 that as the
ind hefore thi
which

slon of taxes the court !
ssscssments had been les

fire there wns no legal way by
property owners could be relleved of |
linhility It wwas pointed out that the !
mngnitude of the dlsaster did not make
the case any different from one whid h!
arise from the destruction of a
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DECISION IN CASE OF
COUNT MINOTTO POSTPONED

Washington, Fel ! Dicision in
¢ case of Count Minotto, son-in-law
{ Louis S the n packers
bin e wit . ' allen ™
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NO NEWS RECEIVED FROM |

AMBASSADOR FRANCIS | |

Washington, Feb No
further word from Ambassador
Francis ns to his pluns for
leaving Petrograd had been re-
celved here oarly today and
Secretury Lansing when asked
about unofficial  reports  that
ambassador and some of

r embarsies » had de

thie e

no rmation

8% -

r
|

slate

info

decinred
had

d
parted,
pRriment
what
The Intest

A mbassad
y and

)
Ver

¥ from
inte

dispatch
Frar
nrriv
viki authoeitie
me had offered 1o pry
troin on twelve hours'
when the diplom
Petrogr

innther
\!nh.-.:“: for

r

i

it.
-

.
to lenve
Alm

Fran

. .

' NASHVILLE BANKS SHOW

40 PER CENT, INCREASE

CAUGHT ASLEEP,

Pershing Refers Cases to War |

can army, have furnished some of the |
moxt abrorbing Incldents of ite his-
LOryY,

CENTRAL POWERS .TEBMS
OUTLINED T0 RUMANIA

At King Ferdinand’s Request, Short Period Is
Granted for Considering Reply—Press Bureau
Formally Denies Pierie Carp Recommend-
ed Ferdinand Should Relinquish Threne.

Amsterdam, Feb. 28.—The terms on |Germany and Austria,

which the central powers are ready |
|

Denial lssued.
28 —~Formal deunial was
Issued todny by the Rumanian press
bureau here to an oMolal’ German
statement In which it was announcod
that Plerie Carp, former Rumanian
| premier and conservative party lead=
er, had recommonded that King Fer-
dlmmrL of Rumania, should relinguish
hin throne,

Former Premier Carp was a momber
of the antl-wur party In Rumanin, He
wan one of those roported to have re-
muined behind in Bucharest when
the members of the government and
other prominent Rumnnians left the
caplial  upon  the approach of the
troops of tho ventrnl powers during
for the invasion of Rumania in 1916,

Formal
to conclude peace with Rumania have  Vuris. teb
been communicated te King Ferdinand
by Count Czernin, Austro-Hungarian
foreign minister, according to Bucha-
rest advicea received by way of Ber-
lin. The king asked for a short pe-
ried in which to conasider the terms,
which was granted te him,

The terms of the central powers, ns
outlined In recent unofMeinl press dis-
patches, include oession of territory
In Dobrudja to Bulgarin and eco-
nomie nrrfrrmu-es in Rumanla

WOULD BE CRIME TO PARLEY NOW
WITH GERMANY. SAYS BALFOUR

No basis for peace is found in the
speech of Count Von Hertling by A. J.
Balfour, the British secretary of for-
eign affairs. In making the first offi-
cial reply to the amn-& chancellor in
the house of commons he rejected the
German suggestions concerning Bal-
gium and said that the chancellor's
professed acceptance of President Wil-

front, falled betore Russipn resislance,
which foreced the enemy to retire, "o
trograd says,

The Ameriean sector in France or
Weidnosday was again subjected to an
nttack by gas shells, which bad thle
efMoct,  Tuesday's gas attacks caused
five denthn and the polsoning of about
mixty Amerienn soldiers, The majors
Ity of those afMected by gns wre not In
i weriovus condition,

' . pr Clerman alrships
:::v:“f.?ur principles was only “lip wre still active  over the American
. front, twenty-soven haviag crossed the
There was nothing to Indicale that{ line Wednesday.
diplomatic conversations with the cen- TR
tral powers in thelr present frame of Aerin? and artillory fighting on the
mind would bring n lasting peace. To | Iritish and French fronts is most se-
undertuke  negotiations  unless  they | vero o Eighteen German aleships wers
would load to the righting of the hn-u;ﬂar down by the French and Hrit-
wrongs committed hy Germany would | Ish  alrmon  and  guns, while Berlin

clhdms to have accounted for Aftecn
entonte machines. German nirdromen,
milway Junctions and other wmilltary
targets continue to be hombed by al.

led alrmen,

be “the greatost erime aguinst the fu-
ture peacve of the world" Heorotary
Balfour deciared thint Glermmany
Changed her pollcles 1o gwit her necds
nnd that Von Hertling offered no now
proposals,

—_— Fritieh shipping lossse for the week
their advanee

| In into Russia the | show  an  ingrease over the provyious
Germans are macting with more re- | period.  Elghteen merchantmen, fours
sistance and  apparontly  they have | leen of more than 1,800 towe were sunk

besen unable to make much headwny
toward Petrograd from Pskov, Potro-
Read Is declared to be the Toeuton ob-
Joctive In the north, Tuesday the (er-
muns mnde no progress theres, or al
lenst Herlin reports none, while In the

by subimarines or mines, ax compared
with fAfteon, Including twelve of the
lnrge tonnnee the week before, Franoo
and Iply lost ne ships of the Iargo
tonnage and France only ons vessel of
lews than 1,600 tons, Another Spanish

INDOHSE REFOHMS IN
HANDLING OF COTTON

Southern Commercial Congress
Resolutions Bent to Hous.
ton and McAdoo.

TOLD WIVES TUG
NOT SEAWORTHY

Rear- Admlral Tappan Begins
Inquiry Into Sinking of
Naval Craft Cherokee.

Philadelphia, Fob. ?28.—Rear Admiral

Washington, Feb, 2%, Renolullons
indorsing  econmnle  reforms  in the
bading  and  moarketing  of  cotion,
ndopted by the Southern Commerciad
Congress, hoave been tranemitied o
Heoretnry Hounton, of the deparbment
of agriculture, and Direclor-Genersl

MeAdoo, cof the rallroad administin-

del ton, It was npnounced today,
Tappun, commandant of the Philadel- An outline of plans hy Col. Harvie
phia navy yard, on orders from Wash- Jordan, of ijlvorgin, prestdent of the
ington, has begun an investipation into | Mouthern Cotton associotion, and »
member of the board of divectors of

the sinking of the naval tup Cherokee.
Commercind

[GERMAN STEA.M
SHIP LINES TOBE
SOlDATAUCl'ION.

United States Preparing for
Action That Should Make
Kaiser Think Twice.

—

AWAIT CONGRESS’

.. )
WORD

Affects Hamburg and H"ﬁ"-*-_
German Lloyd.

—

Enormously Valuable Dock Fa«
cilities in New York to Go
to Highest Bidder,

¥
i

David Lawrence.)
1918, hy the New York

(By
(Copyright,

|

e
-

Evening Post Company.)

Washington, Feb, 28— America is N
about to take a wstep that ought te¢ =
make Germany think twice about |
whether or not the United States la in
earnsst in her dchrmiultl?n te use _
her trade power as a meana for fore- =
ing a democratic peace. For the gov- ey

arnment of the United States, through p!-_
tha alien property eoustodian, A,
Mitchsll Palmer, is arranging to take .“
legal possession of the Hamburg-
American and North German Lloyd
steamship lines, and if congress says
the word, the enormously valuable
dock facilities in the port of New York
will be wsold to the highest bidder,
preferably American int-rests.

This step, which hax been long in
contomplation, has the personal ap-
proval of Presldent Wilson, It does
pol mean that the sale of the dock
tacilities, wnlch incldentally could be
replaced by dermany only after yoars
of putllding and the pnyment of high
prices for other waterfront property,
In to be consummated immedintely, It
does monn, however that the governs
ment of the United Stutes s about to
ks over the administration of the
two big stenmsbip lines and control
of thelr stock, and that an afler-the-
war gquestion of prime lmportance has
e ralged, The value of the German
e docks has been estimated to run
wiy up In the milllons, Certainly If
Germany should Joso them It would
& body blow te hor whig!
expecis  lo rocover
poace in declarsd. But IL her
have no docking space, Cermany
not resume trade relations the
peace s doclared, as she has
planning to do,

Her statesmen have quleted l:;
fonry of Cermany's business men
wnying that Ameriogn wag biufing and
thut Amerioan solfishness would pres
vent any discrimination agalnst Gere
many after the war,

Prevent Dissrimination,

OFf course, the treaty of peace, If It
In the pight kind of peace, an Mr, Wil
himself hinted In & rocess mess

|

§

won
wage to congress, could prevent any
discrimination agninst Germany, The

prosident himself cxpressed the ides
thus:

“I'ne worst that can happon to tM
detriment of the OGerman people s
this, that If they should still, after the
wir In over, continus to be obliged to
liye under ambitlous and intrigulng
mnsters unfriendly to the peace of
world, man or classes of men whom the
other pooples of the world could not
trust, 1t might be impossible to admit
them to the partnership of nation
which must hengeforth uumnla‘:’f
world's peace, It might be lm -
ble, wiwp, In sach untoward elroums
stitices to admit Germany to the free
economle intercourse which must In=
evitubly spring out of the other parts

. mmunition And  SmAL-nrMs Bulkino and Pergine. Numerous how- | Twenty-nine members of the crew, in- II-;- H!uu'l']lu-ru : : .-;v.m,,,",_ nerships of & real ponce.*
B A 1 O . i wr f e renen yulom of wanis
booty now available to Germany is | Hle machines made Incursions over the cluding Junior Lisutenant Edward D. :; ‘:"' “h e mr"'u ST I:" < '” stine of Would Be Worst Blow.
4 | » nni W) y .
seattered in many Russian junction niging,  They dropped bombs on in- Newell, the commander of the vessel,| .1y, ight be abollshed  through Corlainly the worsl blow that eould
towns, such as Vilna, Kovno, lmhnn.pl 3 ’ " were lost when it foundered o  the | modern methods of gin comprossion | be struck at Gorman trude after the
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':':'-‘nt atores of ecloth. leathor, wood, | Venice” ,\lllllilll. wifo of n ond-clums potty | Tutlons, > in the deliberate pian the United States
| i v ap-= officer, who was rescued, docinred hore Grreater density In baling woul@re- e to pursue {f Germany does not
;lr‘r‘ ar-t]ursk-l!ll 'n'_-' pome quantities of coj —_— todoy their husbands bl repeatedly | duce  mpprosimately  from 20,000 0 | minke ber deeds squsre with her words
ey anf ! Iintormed them the Chorokes wan un (URIUIRL number of fivight cars re . : egolintlons are bes
. " f ' y drive 1 I L ! Kt ulnn e prace pegolia
LA bty o an evemy e 10| FISH DEALERS DIFFER | oiuin R e i L S| |
A . . - "Many s time my husband (old me | gpimed “Fhe piah had lis origla in n curlous
Y ¥ ox of 1? fnoenemy . : Evgt wimed, w pin
tion to the Huppll 1 : |H OVEH HOOVER s PLAN the Cherokese wisn't snfs paldl  Mirs e T wny. Twno bl ships of the Hamburg=
armies. The stongdy |-lrl'n ation ”P Newell, “"Ho protested over and over | ' e I 1 Y American lne, now lying in Mexlcan
3 L 4 v f t t I'= 2 : L i : nare ol W ' i AD netive crin 1 L
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